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News Release

For release January 12, 2009
Health Care Foundation Supports Patient Comfort
ST. JOHN’S, NL –  The Health Care Foundation is hosting a ceremony this afternoon to award nearly $30,000 worth of items to eleven hospital units as part of its Comfort in Care grants program.  The Comfort in Care program provides funding for items that enhance patient care and well-being, but which would not be eligible for funding through existing hospital budgets. Health care staff who work in one of the five adult hospitals in St. John’s can access Comfort in Care funding through a grant application process.
Comfort grants awarded today include $2500 to establish a patient education and resource room for the Centre for Pain and Disability Management at the Dr. L.A. Miller Centre, $2500 to purchase furniture for a family quiet room for the Intensive Care Unit at the General Hospital, and $1500 to purchase a sleeper chair for the Obstetrics Unit so that family members may stay overnight to accompany new mothers, among other projects.
Paul Snow, president and chief development officer of the Health Care Foundation, says, “Since its creation in 2007, the Comfort in Care program has distributed thirty-eight grants worth more than $66,000 in total to fund items to benefit patient care at our hospitals. It is our front-line health care professionals who apply for these grants – they are the people who provide direct patient care and see first-hand what is needed to benefit patient care.  The Comfort in Care program has been very well received by staff and patients alike.”
Today’s ceremony marks the fourth round of Comfort in Care grants. This round was funded through a $15,000 donation from AMG Medical, and in-kind support from Cardinal Health Canada – Source Medical, and from donations received from individuals.  
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About the Health Care Foundation
The Health Care Foundation is the official fundraising organization for the adult hospitals in St. John’s.  It was formed in 2002, following the amalgamation of the General Hospital Health Foundation, St. Clare’s Mercy Hospital Foundation, and the Waterford Foundation.  Its mandate is to raise money for the purchase of vital medical equipment and technology, enhance patient care, and fund health research and education. The Health Care Foundation supports and funds: General Hospital (Health Sciences Centre), St. Clare’s Mercy Hospital, Waterford Hospital, Dr. L.A. Miller Centre, and the Dr. Walter Templeman Health Centre.  Additional information on the Health Care Foundation can be found at www.healthcarefoundation.ca.
PAGE  
1

