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News Release
New Automated Pap Test Screening Machine Launched 

Oct. 24th, 2007 – St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador – As part of Pap Test Awareness Week (Oct. 21-27) the Health Care Foundation, along with Eastern Health’s Cervical Screening Initiatives Program, today officially launched the Automated Pap Test Screening Machine – a new piece of laboratory equipment which is the first of its kind in Newfoundland and Labrador. As well, Eastern Health is the first health authority in Canada to have this system.

The Automated Pap Test Screening Machine is an innovative technology that scans Pap test specimens and “flags” slides that are abnormal. As well, up to 25 per cent of the slides analyzed require no further testing once they have been scanned, which allows laboratory technologists more time to focus greater attention on slides with abnormal results and provides an additional quality assurance step in the screening of Pap test specimens. This machine will greatly enhance the accuracy of Pap test screening, ensuring that women in our province have the best screening for cervical cancer available anywhere. 

The machine was purchased from money raised by the Health Care Foundation through significant contributions from the International Grenfell Association, Elinor Ratcliffe, Susan Patten, Tom and Judy Woodford, the Rotary Club of St. John’s Northwest and all those who supported through the Health Care Foundation’s Old Bags Luncheon held in May.

“The Health Care Foundation is very proud that its fundraising efforts will make our province a leader in Pap test screening,” says Donna Stone, a member of the Health Care Foundation Board. “Women in our province currently have one of the highest incidences of cervical cancer in Canada.  The availability of this new technology, combined with initiatives to encourage women to get yearly Pap tests, should significantly reduce the incidence of this disease in our province.”

“This new equipment places Newfoundland and Labrador at the cutting edge of Pap screening technology but will only benefit those patients who get tested. The technology will also allow for increased laboratory capacity,” says Dr. Daniel Fontaine, Director of Cytopathology with Eastern Health.
Susan Earles, Cervical Screening Initiatives Eastern Coordinator, says “even with improvements to health services and technology we will not make a difference to the rates of cervical cancer unless more women have regular Pap tests. During Pap Test Awareness week we hope to pass the message to every woman that "you have the power to change the face of cervical cancer. A regular Pap test can save your life!”
The Cervical Screening Initiatives Program is working hard to change the alarming number of women who do not have regular Pap testing. Women who are not screened regularly are at an increased risk of developing cervical cancer. For more information on Cervical Cancer call 1-866-643-8719. For information on the fundraising efforts of the Health Care Foundation call 777-5904.
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A simple test that can save your life!







