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News Release

For release October 18, 2007
Hospital Fundraiser Reaches Milestone – 20 Years and $1 Million Raised
ST. JOHN’S, NL –   Twenty years ago, a small group of volunteers held the first Gala dinner in support of the General Hospital.  This Gala fundraiser has earned a reputation as a spectacular event that brings together hundreds of people each year in support of the St. John’s adult hospitals.  Our twentieth Gala Dinner will be celebrated in style this Saturday, October 20, at the St. John’s Delta Hotel.  Borrowing on tradition that suggests twentieth anniversary gifts be celebrated with gifts of china, we are taking our guests on a Far East Fantasy.  The food, décor and prizes will follow an Asian theme, culminating with the Grand Prize Draw of a trip to Beijing, China donated by LeGrow’s Travel and Jade Tours. Aliant is the presenting sponsor of this year’s event.
Ms. Ida Pike, Chair of the Gala Committee says, “This is truly a special year for the Health Care Foundation Gala.  At the end of Saturday evening we will have exceeded the $1 million mark in funds raised over the last 20 years for the adult hospitals in St. John’s.  This success would not have been possible without the commitment of our many  volunteers, donors and patrons over the years.”

This year, funds raised from the Gala dinner will support the Labour and Delivery Unit of the Women’s Health Program.  This unit is the high risk delivery centre for Newfoundland and Labrador.  It has two high risk birthing suites, which are used for all Cesarean sections, premature deliveries, multiple births (twins, triplets, etc), and other high risk situations.  Through the support of our gala, we will purchase a new anesthetic machine and a bariatric operating table.  The total cost of this equipment is $175,000.
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About the Health Care Foundation
The Health Care Foundation is the official fundraising organization for the adult hospitals in St. John’s.  It was formed in 2002, following the amalgamation of the General Hospital Health Foundation, St. Clare’s Mercy Hospital Foundation, and the Waterford Foundation.  Its mandate is to raise money for the purchase of vital medical equipment and technology, enhance patient care, and fund health research and education. The Health Care Foundation supports and funds: General Hospital (Health Sciences Centre), St. Clare’s Mercy Hospital, Waterford Hospital, Dr. L.A. Miller Centre, and the Dr. Walter Templeman Health Centre.  Additional information on the Health Care Foundation can be found at www.healthcarefoundation.ca.
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