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Health Care Foundation Supports Patient Comfort

ST. JOHN’S, NL –  The Health Care Foundation is hosting a ceremony this afternoon to award nearly $15,000 worth of items to eleven hospital units as part of its Comfort in Care grants program.  The Comfort in Care program provides funding for items that enhance patient care and well-being, but which would not be eligible for funding through existing hospital budgets. Health care staff who are employed in one of the five adult hospitals in St. John’s can access Comfort in Care funding through a grant application process.

Comfort grants awarded today include $1,000 to purchase a flatscreen TV and mounting hardware for patient/family education sessions at the Total Joint Clinic, Southcott Hall; $2500 to fund a two-day workshop on end-of-life care for the Pulmonary Rehabilitation Unit at St. Clare’s Mercy Hospital; $1,000 to purchase outdoor furniture, a canopy and flowers for a garden at the Waterford Hospital; and other grant projects. 
Sharon Dawe, Volunteer Resources Coordinator at St. Clare’s Mercy Hospital, and a grant recipient, says, “our grant will be used to purchase TV/DVD units and carts for the patients of St. Clare’s. The need for such a service was identified by our volunteers who provide friendly services on a daily basis, and recognized that a stay in hospital can be a lonely and isolating experience for patients. The opportunity to watch a movie in their room will provide a welcome distraction, and make their stay a little more pleasant.”  

Today’s ceremony marks the fifth round of Comfort in Care grants. This round was funded through a $15,000 donation from Johnson Insurance, as well as in-kind support from Cardinal Health Canada – Source Medical, and from donations received from individuals.   
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About the Health Care Foundation:
The Health Care Foundation (HCF), formed in 2002, is the official fundraising body for the adult acute care hospitals in the greater St. John’s area.  A  registered charitable organization, governed by a volunteer board of directors, the Health Care Foundation raises funds to purchase vital medical equipment and technology, and funds health research and education. The adult hospitals and health centres supported by HCF are the General Hospital, St. Clare’s Mercy Hospital, Dr. Leonard A. Miller Centre, Waterford Hospital and the Dr. Walter Templeman Health Centre. These hospitals are known throughout the province of Newfoundland and Labrador for the delivery of quality health care. A substantial portion of the total health care services delivered in this province takes place in these hospitals. Collectively, they admit nearly 30,000 patients per annum, providing services for more than 900,000 patient encounters annually.
