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Media Release

For release - May 25, 2010
Health Care Foundation Supports Patient Comfort

ST. JOHN’S, NL –  The Health Care Foundation hosted a ceremony this afternoon and awarded $25,000 worth of items to fifteen hospital units as part of its Comfort in Care grants program.  This program provides funding for items that enhance care, comfort and patient well-being, but which would not be eligible for funding through existing hospital budgets. Eastern Health staff employed in one of the five adult hospitals in the St. John’s area can access Comfort in Care funding through a grant application process.

Comfort grants awarded today include $2500 to purchase a gazebo, privacy fence, landscaping and gardening supplies for a garden at the Dr. Walter Templeman Health Centre, Bell Island; $1000 for a hospitality cart to be used in the Cardiac/Critical Care Unit at St. Clare’s Mercy Hospital; and other grant projects. 
Leo Martin, a recreation specialist with the Waterford Hospital and a grant recipient, says, “our grant will purchase ten mountain bikes and helmets for the patients of the Waterford’s Mental Health & Addictions/Therapeutic Recreation Program, providing the opportunity for patients to live a healthier lifestyle.  Last summer, we borrowed bikes on several occasions and went trail riding, and it was a great success from early spring into the fall.  Patients were always requesting to go, and at times we had to turn people away because we simply did not have enough bikes.  There are great benefits to the patients, include physical fitness, weight loss, stress reduction and social interaction.” 

Today’s ceremony marks the sixth round of Comfort in Care grants, and marks the introduction of $10,000 in funding, allocated from the Health Care Foundation’s Palliative Care Designated Account. These monies will be used for site-specific palliative comfort and care needs, outside of the Palliative Care Unit at the Dr. Leonard A. Miller Centre. The remainder of the funding was provided through a $15,000 donation from Johnson Insurance. 
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About the Health Care Foundation:
The Health Care Foundation (HCF), formed in 2002, is the official fundraising organization for the adult acute care hospitals in the greater St. John’s area.  The Foundation raises funds to purchase vital medical equipment and technology, funds health research and education, and patient comfort items. The adult hospitals and health centres supported by HCF are the General Hospital, St. Clare’s Mercy Hospital, Dr. Leonard A. Miller Centre, Waterford Hospital and the Dr. Walter Templeman Health Centre. Collectively, these hospitals provide services for more than one million patient encounters annually.
